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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . □ This communication is responsive to . 

2. [El The allowed claim(s) is/are 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(aHd) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

ADDlicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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5 n A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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6 13 C^ORi^fcD DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 1-7 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-7 
have been allowed because the prior art fails to disclose or suggest a polyaxial locking 
screw plate assembly having all the limitations recited in the claims, including at least 
one coupling element with opposing tapered exterior surfaces such that the coupling 
element may initially slide along an elongate axis of a corresponding elongate through 
hole (in the plate of the assembly) when the coupling element is loosely nested therein. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David O. Reip at (703) 308-3383. The examiner can 
nonnally be reached Mon-Thu and every other Fri from 7:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Milano, can be reached at (703) 308-2496. The official fax number 
for this Technology Center is (703) 872-9306. The examiner can also receive unofficial 
direct-to-computer faxes at 703-746-331 0. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist at (703) 308-0858. 




David O. Reip 
Primary Examiner 
April 5, 2004 



